Fibre-optic bronchoscopic evaluation of tracheal tube position.
Verification of tracheal tube position by fibre-optic bronchoscopy was evaluated in 20 critically ill adult patients. The distance between the carina and the tube was measured by direct visualization with a fibre-optic bronchoscope and compared with the corresponding measurement obtained from a concomitant chest radiograph. The measured values did not differ significantly and in 18 out of 20 patients the accuracy was within 2 cm. No adverse effects were observed. We conclude that verification of tracheal tube position by fibre-optic bronchoscopy is a safe alternative to chest X-ray.